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Director’s statement

On two previous occasions, I made two films based on two of my own novels. This time
«A'Woman» is the first time that I have adapted someone else’s novel into a film. I still remember
the complex and exciting feelings when I read this semi-autobiographical novel.

Zhang Xiuzhen, the author of the novel, tells the story of her life as a Chinese woman, a dyeing
and weaving factory worker in Shijiazhuang City, Hebei Province, China, from the Cultural
Revolution to the early stage of China’s reform and opening up. She reminds me of my mother,
and her children remind me of me. I was born in 1964, almost the same age as her children,
and almost as much as her children, I went through those extraordinary difficult times in China
with my own mother.

The mother in the novel is more difficult than my mother, who has experienced two unfortunate
marriages with two men with different personalities. What shocked me was the human nature
characteristic of her two husbands, which not only had the personality of Chinese men, but
also transcended the national character and became the common stubborn part of human
nature, and became the dilemma that Kong Xiu, the heroine of the film, had to go through and
overcome.

This is not only a film about the life of the author of the novel, but also a film about a Chinese
woman. The film is about awoman struggling under the shadow of male discourse and how tolive
with dignity, which shows the common human nature of women and men in the contemporary
world, especially women.

«A Woman», also from the perspective of ordinary people’s lives, shows the progress of China
from the special historical period of the Cultural Revolution to the era of reform and opening
up. This also places my sincere hope for the future of my motherland.






WANG Chao

Wang Chao was born in Nanjing, China in 1964.
Chinese film director, writer, screenwriter and producer.
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THE ORPHAN OF ANYANG

54™ Cannes International Film Festival «Directors’ Fortnight»

THE ORPHAN OF ANYANG
Prix FIPRESCI at 37™ Chicago International Film Festival

DAYS AND NIGHTS

Best Film, Best Director, Youth Jury Prize at Film Festival des 3 continents

In collaboration with ARTE

LUXURY CAR

Best Film in «An Certain Regard» 59™ Cannes international Film Festival

In collaboration with ARTE

MEMORY OF LOVE
14" Busan International Film Festival.

In collaboration with TF1

THE CELESTIAL KINGDOM

Best Director at 10™ Roman Asian Film Festival

FANTASIA

67" Cannes International Film Festival «An Certain Regard»

LOOKING FOR ROHMER

20™ Busan International Film Festival

RIVER’S EDGE
39™ Cairo International Film Festival, the 21% Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival
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