MEMORY ¢

a film directed by Vladlena Sandu 3

&
« A
Y R

GIORNATE
deqliAUTORI




MEMORY

VLADLENA SANDU

Amina Taisumova, Selima Agamirzaeva, Vladlena Sandu

YANNA BURYAK
LUDOVIC HENRY, RAYMOND VAN DER KAAIJ, KIRSI SAIVOSALMI
MIMESIS, LIMITLESS, REVOLVER AMSTERDAM
LOCO FILMS
FRANCE, NETHERLANDS
FICTION
98’
16MM FILM
27t of August 2025 at Giornate Degli Autori

Aide Aux Cinémas Du Monde - CNC - Institut Francais, Netherlands Film Fund, Région fle-de-France,
IDFA Bertha Fund, Pastorale Productions and Doha Film Institute

D

Pastorale Productions

L INST! égion i 53 &>g)l dunaa
@ Lyl REVOIVER [edX(of [N |mi| RS #flBance (oo |(W0J9)l mimmis 1OCO

e






LOGLINE

SYNOPSIS

Vladlena Sandu, a survivor of the war in Chechnya, studies her traumatic e
B

transcend and transform them via cinema. »
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Six-year-old Vladlena moves from Crimea to _Grozny following her parents’ divorce, unaware
that war will soon consume her childhood. As the Soviet Union collapses, the Chechen Re publi - ' :
fractures. Her Russian-speaking friends flee while deported Chechen urn, reclaimin P TR g
homeland. Tensions escalate, and an armed conflict erupts. Viel!ﬂc‘ee)ngul:s the city - neighbors :
are murdered, her family is targeted, and Grozny becomes a battlefield. After four years of war, her
mother is gravely wounded, and an armed attack forces Vladlena to flee, becoming a displaced
person in Russia. - 5

In this autobiographical poetic hybrid film, Vladlena revisits her traumatic childhood memories to
confront a haunting question: How can the cycle of violence that,shapes;ghildren and is pa
through generations be broken? : A $ :
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

When | was born in the USSR, Crimea, there was a total silence.| was surrounded by silence,
and it was uncommon to speak openly about the present. The experience of trauma was
transmitted across generations.Violence and fear became inherited patterns, contributing

to a continued cycle of harm.

In 1994, having experienced the Soviet regime during my early years. | witnessed the
beginning of the first war of occupation launched by the Russian Federation against the

Chechen Republic and its people.

While working on the film Memory, | was required to submit a fictional script to the Russian
Ministry of Culture in order to receive permission to shoot. This necessity to conceal the
project’s true subject became part of the film’s narrative. Both of my homelands—Crimea

and the Chechen Republic—remain under occupation.

These are factual circumstances, but they carry human consequences across generations.
The film seeks to reflect on how we process such realities: how we deal with inherited

violence, and whether it is possible to transform aggression into care, or fear into love.

Memory is a personal attempt to articulate these questions. It documents how | began
to step outside the cycle | was born into. This film is also part of a tetralogy based on my

life experience.

Despite everything, | continue to believe that art can play a role in recovery. That it can

help us imagine a future shaped by choice rather than coercion.

Working on Memory helped me understand how the cycle of violence moves across

generations and led me to ask a fundamental question: What can we do to stop it?
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Yoo vring Soviet times, to honor the Soviet Union chief ideologist, Vladimir
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- 2016 Holy God / documentary short film

il 2015 Tamerlan’s Love / documentary short film
2015 Kira / fiction short film

2014 Orlovi / documentary short film

2012 Diana / documentary short film
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